GENERAL  REGULATIONS 


FOR  THE  GOVERNMENT  OF  THE 

aSanrtooofc  ^ottse  Institution, 

GLOUCESTER. 


I.— OBJECTS  OF  THE  INSTITUTION. 

This  Institution  shall  be  for  the  reception  of  two  classes  of 
insane  Patients,  namely — 

First. — Patients  in  more  or  less  affluent  circumstances  who 
shall  contribute,  according  to  the  accommodation  required,  such 
sums  as  may  be  agreed  upon. 

Second. — Patients  in  limited  circumstances,  but  in  a  position 
of  life  to  render  them  unsuitable  for  admission  into  County 
Asylums,  who  shall  be  received  at  such  reduced  rates  of  payment 
as  the  Committee,  upon  consideration  of  the  circumstances  of 
each  case,  may  determine  ;  and  some  even  gratuitously, — 
preference  being  given  to  recent  and  curable  cases,  to  which 
the  gratuitous  Patients  are  to  be  wholly  confined. 

II. — GOVERNMENT. 

The  real  estate  and  funds  of  the  Institution  shall  be  vested 
in  eight  Trustees — vacancies  to  be  filled  up  by  the  General 
Committee  as  may  be  deemed  desirable,  care  being  taken  that 
the  number  be  never  reduced  below  two. 

The  general  direction  and  management  of  the  Institution 
shall  be  vested  in  a  General  Committee,  qualified  and  elected 
as  hereinafter  mentioned. 

The  immediate  control  of  the  Institution  shall  be  under  the 
direction  of  the  Medical  Superintendent. 

III. — GOVERNORS. 

All  donors  of  £$o  and  upwards  shall  be  Governors  of  the 
Institution,  with  the  right  of  voting  at  all  General  Meetings  of 
Governors  and  being  eligible  to  serve  upon  all  Committees, 
provided  always  that  no  Governor  so  qualified  shall  have  such 
right  or  be  so  eligible  until  after  the  expiration  of  one  year  from 
the  date  of  paying  his  donation. 

Whenever  it  shall  appear  to  the  Governors  that  it  would  be 
for  the  interest  of  the  Institution  that  any  gentleman  resident 
in  the  county  of  Gloucester  should  become  a  Governor,  the 


2 


existing  Governors  shall  have  the  power  by  resolution  at  a 
General  or  Special  General  Meeting  to  elect  such  gentleman 
to  be  a  Governor,  and  to  dispense  with  the  payment  in  his  case 
of  any  money  qualification. 

A  General  Meeting  of  Governors  shall  be  called,  by  adver¬ 
tisement  in  one  or  more  of  the  county  papers,  once  at  least  in 
each  year — in  the  month  of  February,  if  possible. 

IV.— GENERAL  COMMITTEE. 

The  General  Committee  shall  be  elected  annually  from  among 
the  Governors  at  their  General  Meeting,  to  consist  of  not  more 
than  twenty  members,  to  whom  shall  be  added,  as  ex-officio 
members,  the  Lord-Lieutenant  of  the  County,  the  Lord  Bishop 
of  the  Diocese,  the  Chairmen  of  Quarter  Sessions,  and  those 
Members  of  the  House  Committees  of  the  County  Lunatic 
Asylums  who  are  Justices  of  the  Peace  for  the  County  of 
Gloucester. 

The  General  Committee  shall  meet  quarterly,  and  at  their  first 
meeting  in  each  year  they  shall  elect  a  Chairman  for  the  year, 
who  shall  preside  at  all  Meetings  when  present,  and  shall  have  a 
second  or  casting  vote  in  all  questions.  They  shall  also  appoint 
a  House  Committee  for  the  year,  to  consist  of  ten  Members.  In 
case  of  the  death  or  resignation  of  the  Chairman,  the  General 
Committee  shall  have  the  power  to  appoint  another  member  to 
fill  his  place  until  the  next  Annual  General  Meeting. 

Three  Members  shall  form  a  quorum  of  the  General  and 
of  the  House  Committee. 

Special  General  Meetings  of  the  General  Committee  may  be 
called  at  any  time  by  order  of  the  Chairman  or  three  Members 
of  the  Committee. 

Not  less  than  seven  days’  notice  of  any  General  or  Special 
Meetings  shall  be  given  to  each  Member  of  the  Committee. 

A  Treasurer  and  a  paid  Auditor  shall  be  appointed  by  the 
General  Committee  from  time  to  time,  and  a  clear  statement  of 
the  funds  of  the  Institution,  and  of  the  past  year’s  receipts  and 
disbursements,  be  annually  prepared  and  laid  before  the  General 
Meeting  of  Governors ;  and  a  copy  of  such  statement  shall  be 
sent  to  the  Commissioners  in  Lunacy. 

All  rules  and  regulations  for  the  management  of  the  Institution 
shall  be  made  by  the  General  Committee  at  an  Ordinary  or 
Special  Meeting  ;  and  no  proposal  for  any  new  rule  or  regulation, 
or  the  alteration  of  any  existing  regulation,  shall  be  entertained 
unless  the  same  shall  have  been  inserted  in  the  notice  sent  to 
each  Member  previous  to  such  Meeting — such  new  rules  or 
alterations  to  be  subject  to  the  approval  of  a  General  Meeting 
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of  Governors ;  and  no  alteration  in  the  General  Regulations 
shall  take  effect  until  it  has  received  the  approbation  of  one  of 
Her  Majesty’s  Principal  Secretaries  of  State. 

The  appointment  and  removal  of  all  the  Superior  Officers 
shall  be  vested  in  the  General  Committee. 

In  case  any  officer,  attendant,  or  servant,  become,  from 
confirmed  sickness,  age,  or  infirmity,  incapable  of  executing 
the  office  in  person  ;  or  have  been  an  officer  or  servant  in  the 
Institution  for  not  less  than  15  years,  and  be  not  less  than  50 
years  of  age  ;  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  General  Committee,  if 
in  their  discretion  they  shall  think  fit,  to  grant  to  such  officer, 
attendant,  or  servant,  such  annuity  by  way  of  superannuation 
as  they  in  their  discretion  shall  think  fit,  provided  always  that 
the  annual  amount  paid  by  way  of  superannuation  to  any  officer, 
attendant,  or  servant,  shall  not  exceed  the  amount  of  two-thirds 
of  the  salary  and  allowances  which  they  were  receiving  at  the 
time  of  their  retirement. 

Minutes  of  all  Meetings,  both  of  the  General  and  House 
Committees,  shall  be  entered  in  books  provided  for  the  purpose, 
and  signed  by  the  Chairman. 

No  Member  of  either  the  General  or  House  Committee  shall 
supply  any  goods  or  stores  for  the  use  of  the  Institution,  nor  be 
interested  in  any  contract  for  providing  the  same. 

V.— HOUSE  COMMITTEE. 

The  House  Committee  shall  meet  once  a  month,  and  oftener 
if  required,  when  their  duties  shall  be  as  follows  : — 

(a)  To  enquire  into  and  regulate  the  ordinary  expenditure. 

(b)  To  examine  and  pass  the  bills,  and  give  cheques  for  the 

amount  of  the  same. 

(c)  To  receive  tenders  and  enter  into  contracts  for  the  supply 

of  provisions  and  other  necessaries. 

(1 d )  To  inspect  the  various  books  connected  with  the  Institution. 

( e )  To  receive  applications  for  the  admission  of  Patients, 
and  to  decide  upon  the  terms  upon  which  (if  deemed 
admissible)  they  are  to  be  received. 

(/)  To  inspect  every  part  of  the  establishment,  and  see  every 
Patient  (unless  special  circumstances  render  this  in 
any  particular  case  unadvisable),  and  report  in  writing 
their  observations  thereon. 

(g)  In  case  of  the  misconduct  of  any  Superior  Officer  to  summon 
a  meeting  of  the  General  Committee  to  take  the  same 
into  consideration,  and  in  the  meantime,  if  need  be,  to 
suspend  such  officer  until  the  next  meeting  of  theGeneral 
Committee,  and  appoint  another  to  act  during  such  sus¬ 
pension,  and  to  fill  up  pro  tempore  any  unforseen  vacancy. 
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VI.— ADMISSION  OF  PATIENTS. 

The  Medical  Superintendent  shall  be  empowered  to  admit 
Patients  of  the  First  Class,  and  arrange  the  rates  of  payment 
according  to  the  directions  of  the  Committee,  and  also  urgent 
cases  of  the  Second  Class,  provided  that  they  come  within  the 
Regulations  prescribed,  reporting  the  same  to  the  next  Meeting 
of  the  House  Committee,  who  shall  determine  whether  they 
are  to  be  retained  or  not,  and  at  what  rate  of  payment. 

The  condition  and  circumstances  of  all  Patients  assisted  by 
the  Charity  shall  be  reported  upon  by  the  Superintendent  to 
the  General  Committee  at  their  Quarterly  Meeting,  who  shall 
determine  as  to  the  propriety  of  continuing  such  assistance 
or  not ;  and  no  gratuitous  Patient  shall  be  retained  in  the 
Establishment  more  than  twelve  months  unless  by  special  order 
of  the  General  Committee. 

In  addition  to  the  documents  required  by  Act  of  Parliament 
upon  the  admission  of  every  Patient  into  a  Hospital,  a  prescribed 
Form  of  Agreement  shall  be  entered  into  by  a  near  relation  of 
the  Patient,  together  with  a  responsible  householder,  for  the 
regular  payment  of  the  expenses  of  the  Patient  whilst  in  the 
Institution,  and  of  his  funeral,  in  the  event  of  his  death,  or  for 
his  removal,  if  from  any  circumstances  it  should  be  required. 

All  payments  for  Patients  shall  be  made  in  advance  for  the 
ensuing  quarter,  unless  otherwise  ordered  by  the  Committee  ; 
but  in  the  event  of  the  death  or  the  removal  of  a  Patient 
previous  to  the  termination  of  the  period,  the  balance  shall  be 
returned. 

In  the  election  of  Patients  into  the  Second  Class  {cceteris 
paribus ),  preference  shall  be  given  to  persons  connected  by  birth, 
residence,  or  otherwise,  with  the  County  of  Gloucester,  but  the 
Institution  shall  be  open  to  all  persons  whom  the  Committee  may 
deem  fit  objects  for  admission. 


I  hereby  signify  my  approval  of  the  foregoing  amended  General 
Regulations ,  with  the  further  alterations  shewn  thereon  in  red  ink , 
for  the  Government  of  the  Barnwood  House  Registered  Hospital  for 
Lunatics ,  Gloucestershire ,  so  far  as  I  lawfully  can  or  may. 

W.  V.  HARCOURT, 


Whitehall , 


One  of  Her  Majesty's  Principal  Secretaries  of  State. 


vt/flciLL ,  £  J  A 

24  June,  1882.  ' 
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